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MAJOR CONSTRUCTION PROGRESS FOR THE NEW BASE OIL PLANT AT SHELL 
RHEINLAND: COMPONENTS FOR THE ELECTRIC PROCESS FURNACE HAVE 
BEEN SUCCESSFULLY DELIVERED 

 
 

Munich/Wesseling – Last Tuesday, another important milestone was reached at the construction site of the Base Oil 
Distillation Unit (BODU) at Shell Energy and Chemicals Park Rheinland when the first components of the electric process 
furnace were delivered. 

 
The E-Heater, as it is known internally due to its mode of operation, plays a central role within the unit. Powered by 
renewable energy, it replaces the natural gas-fired heating systems previously used in such plants. Kraftanlagen Energies & 
Services, the general contractor responsible for constructing the new base oil plant, will now integrate the electric heater 
into the overall plant over the coming weeks. 
 

“The e-heater is the heart of the entire plant,” explains Christian Wanghofer, head of the BODU project at Kraftanlagen 
Energies & Services. “It generates sustainable, CO₂-free heat, making it the first of its kind in this performance range for the 
petrochemical industry. Now that the delivery has been completed successfully, the assembly phase can begin. Despite facing 
a few challenges, we are still fully on schedule.” 

 

A newly constructed base oil distillation unit at Shell Energy and Chemical Park Rheinland will enable the production of high-
quality, pure base oils that meet the highest standards from 2028 onwards. These oils can be used in medical and cosmetic 
applications, for example, or as more sustainable lubricants in the mobility sector. This is an important step in Shell 
Rheinland's transformation journey towards becoming a production facility for low-carbon products. 
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The new Base Oil Distillation Unit (BODU) at the Wesseling site will enable the production of high-
quality base oils. Last Tuesday, the first components of the central process furnace were delivered to 
the construction site. © Shell Germany 
 
 
 
 
Kraftanlagen Energies & Services – Solutions for the future  
Kraftanlagen Energies & Services is part of Equans, a world leader in the energy and services sector, operating in 20 countries, with 
90,000 employees working on 5 continents and an annual turnover of more than €19 billion. As a multifaceted partner for energy, 
industry and building services, Kraftanlagen Energies & Services shapes the future of our society. Through its state-of-the-art system 
technology and flexible, customised solutions, Kraftanlagen makes an important contribution to the energy transition and climate 
protection across the entire value chain. The company is committed to decarbonisation and sustainable projects and innovations that 
make our lives easier and more liveable. With more than 2,000 employees, Kraftanlagen provides a comprehensive network of services 
through its companies and holdings at numerous locations and undertakes both large-scale projects in the role of general contractor 
and individual projects. 
www.kraftanlagen.com 
 
 
 
About Equans 
Equans, a subsidiary of the Bouygues group, is a global leader in the energy and services sector with operations in 20 countries, 90,000 
employees working on 5 continents and a turnover of 19.2 billion euros in 2024. 
Equans designs, installs and supplies tailor-made solutions to improve its customers' equipment, systems and technical processes and 
optimise their use in support of their energy, industrial and digital transitions. Thanks to a strong local footprint based on its historic 
local brands and excellent technical expertise, Equans' highly qualified experts are capable of supporting regions, cities, industries and 
buildings in the fields of HVAC (Heating, Ventilation and Air Conditioning), Refrigeration and Fire Safety, Facility Management, Digital 
and ICT, Electricity, Mechanics and Robotics. Equans is the leader in the main European markets (France, Switzerland, Belgium, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom) and is also well-positioned in the United States and Latin America. 
www.equans.com  


